February XX, 2026

The Honorable Linda E. McMahon
Secretary  of Education
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC  20202

Dear  Secretary McMahon:

<<Insert 2-3 sentences to thank the Secretary for the opportunity to comment, introduce yourself, and explain why this issue is important to you. This step is critical to ensure that your letter is not discarded as a form letter.>>

Example:  
Thank you to the U.S. Department of Education for the opportunity to comment on the proposed regulations defining postbaccalaureate degree programs for the purposes of federal student loan limits.  

As a <your discipline> on the nutrition support team at XYZ Hospital, I am concerned that graduate education programs that train crucial members of the nutrition support team, such as Registered Dietitians and Nutritionists (RDNs) and Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs), are excluded from the list of professional degree programs. Lower student loan limits for RDN and APRN training will lead many students to delay or forgo training, further exacerbating the shortage of RDNs and APRNs.

RDNs and APRNs play a crucial role in providing preventive health care services, managing patients with chronic and acute diseases, and preventing malnutrition.  
· In many communities, an APRN is the sole healthcare provider.  Excluding postbaccalaureate nursing programs from the professional degree category can put patients in these communities at risk.  
· Excluding APRNs from the professional degree designation also conflicts with The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ Rural Transformation Grants, which specifically invested in expanding APRN access in rural and underserved communities where APRNs are often the sole providers of healthcare. 
· The current shortage of RDNs is estimated at 10%. Lower student loan limits will result in fewer RDNs, affecting hospitals, long-term care facilities, community health clinics, and rural areas. 
I respectfully urge the Department of Education to recognize nutrition and dietetics programs and postbaccalaureate nursing programs as professional degree programs eligible for higher borrowing limits and to align financial aid policy with healthcare workforce needs and public health priorities.

Sincerely,
<<Insert name and clinical credentials, such as John M. Doe, PharmD, CNSC>>
<<Insert Clinical Title, such as Adult Clinical Nutrition Support Pharmacist>>
<<Insert Name of Institution, such as South Hospital>>
<<Insert City, State, such as Huntsville, Georgia>>
